From Articles to Constitution!
I. Accomplishments under the Articles!
· Winning the war

· Land ordinance of 1785 – Policy for selling western lands, one section for education

· Northwest ordinance of 1787 – Governing of the northwest territory

· Provisions:

· 5000 = Legislature + Territory

· 60,000 Free Inhabitants, draft a constitution and become a state

· Promoted Education (Precedent for the future)

II. Weakness Persists!
· Representatives from only five states sent delegates to the Annapolis Convention in 1786 to discuss interstate, commercial relations among the states James Madison and Alexander Hamilton persuaded others that another convention should be held in Philadelphia for purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation.

· Shay’s Rebellion – Summer of 1786, Captain Daniel Shay led farmers in an uprising against high taxes, debtor’s prison, and lack of paper money. In January 1787 Massachusetts state militia broke the rebellion. Fear of “mobocracy” 

III. The Constitutional Convention!
· 55 white male delegates met in Philadelphia in the summer 1787. George Washington was unanimously elected chairmen. Ben Franklin the elder statesman. All delegates shared the common goal to strengthen the young nation, meeting in secrecy

IV. “A Bundle of Compromise!”
· At first the delegates disagreed sharply on the issue to “revise” the articles or “draft” an entirely new document. Madison and Hamilton committed to the latter took control of the convention.
· The Great Compromise: Especially divisive was the issue of representation in Congress:

1) Virginia Plan: Population would determine the number of representatives

2) New Jersey Plan: Equal Representation

· After a month of debate, by a narrow margin a compromise proposed by Roger Sherman of Connecticut created a “Bicameral” Congress:

1) Senate = 2 Senators from each state (equal)
2) House of Reps = Based on Population
· The 3/5ths Compromise: Dispute over the counting of slaves erupted! 

· Southerners – Count slaves fro rep. purposes
· Northerners – Count slaves for tax purposes

· Agreed to count 3/5ths of the slaves for both purposes

· The Commerce Compromise: Gave Congress power to regulate commerce with foreign nations including power to levy tariffs. Until 1808 the states could continue slave trade after that it’s up to Congress. 15 signers were slave owners.
*** On September 17, 1787 After 39 delegates had signed the document they settled down to a farewell dinner. The delegates headed home to their states to decide whether to ratify of not the young Constitution. 

The Ratification Debate was on! (
